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“Drugs That Flopped” 

Drug companies withhold unfavorable data (negative studies) on profitable drugs and fail to file timely 
reports on safety and effectiveness, sometimes for years.  Avandia, Celebrex, Zyprexia and Vioxx come to mind.  
They hire "investigators" and consultants to produce questionable favorable studies and have them published in 
journals to legitimize their exalted and mellifluous claims. About 350 people die daily from drug reactions or 
128,000 per year.  There appears to be an epidemic of harmful allowable FDA approved drugs, which have scarce 
benefits to any patients.  Massive lobbying programs and political contributions perpetuate the corruption and 
abuse of patients.  Pharmaceutical companies continuously emphasize how deeply society depends on their 
development of innovative products to improve health.  But in fact, these companies are mostly developing drugs 
that are mostly little better than existing products but have the potential to cause widespread adverse reactions 
even when appropriately prescribed.  Drug companies pour hundreds of millions and even billions of dollars into 
pharmaceutical development, hoping that one will bring in the big bucks and make the whole process worthwhile.  
Pharmaceutical companies pour fortunes into drug development but sometimes their products are still colossal 
failures.  There are plenty of drugs that fail to live up to their initial promise.  Drug-makers misjudge the market, 
their drugs sputter during clinical trials, and others fail so spectacularly as to spur the downfall of their makers. 
 Xigris was a drug developed by Eli Lilly in the early 2000s for treating sepsis.  The drug was approved by the FDA in 
late 2001, but its ROI was underwhelming.  In September 2002, research shed doubt on the drug’s efficacy, with 
an article in the New England Journal of Medicine concluding that “the data are encouraging but insufficient to 
make Xigris the standard of care.”  Pfizer had high hopes for Torcetrapib, a cholesteryl-ester transfer protein 
inhibitor (CETP inhibitor) designed to manage cholesterol levels.  Pfizer spent more than $1 billion and 15 years 
developing the drug.  In 2006, the pharmaceutical giant approached the FDA for approval.  Quickly, everything fell 
apart.  Patients taking torcetrapib with Lipitor were dying at a higher rate than those taking just Lipitor.  
Relenza (zanamivir) was only approved for use as a flu treatment, while Tamiflu could be used as a preventative.  
Its pill and liquid forms were only approved for children over the age of seven, while its competitor could be given 
to patients as young as two.  To make matters worse, the powder form of Relenza led to respiratory problems in 
some patients.  In 1986, Upjohn saw Rogaine (minoxidil) as a sure-fire cash cow.  But it ultimately flopped. 

 
In the America that I love, drug company corruption results annually in up to 2.7 million hospitalized 

Americans with serious adverse reactions.  
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