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“Presidential Little-known, Medicine-related 

Interesting Facts: Number Two” 
 

 

American Presidents are complex and interesting people. President 

Grover Cleveland underwent a secret operation aboard a yacht to remove a 

potentially cancerous lesion from his jaw. Grover Cleveland was the 22nd and 

24th president of the United States, the only one to serve two nonconsecutive 

terms. During his second term, he consulted a doctor about a sore inside his 

mouth, which was determined to be potentially cancerous. He decided to have 

the lesion removed but wanted the surgery kept secret to preserve the nation's 

financial stability and his political position. Doctors aboard a yacht removed the 

tumor from inside his mouth, without using any external incisions, and then 

implanted a rubber prosthesis to correct his speech and appearance. A surgeon 

confirmed the story years later. A number of Presidents were known as “heavy 

drinkers.” Among those was Martin van Buren, the eighth president, and his 

alcohol consumption was linked to a variety of health ailments, including gout. 

President Franklin Pierce, on the other hand, was widely known as an alcoholic. 

When asked what he was going to do when his term ended, he reportedly replied, 

"There is nothing left...but to get drunk." As the 14th president of the United 

States, he reportedly died from cirrhosis of the liver. President Ulysses S. Grant, 

the 18th US president, also was known to consume large quantities of alcohol. In 

2001, George "W" Bush was inaugurated as the first president to openly admit to 

past alcohol abuse, but he quit in 1986. Other past presidents with excessive 

alcohol use include William Howard Taft, James Buchanan, Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt, John Adams, Grover Cleveland, and Richard Nixon. President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower announced his run for re-election in 1956 when he was 

diagnosed with Crohn's disease (then called ileitis). Soon after his diagnosis, he 

suffered a severe attack and underwent emergency surgery at Walter Reed Army 

Medical Center. He had survived a heart attack a year earlier and suffered a 

stroke the following year. Although his health was a public issue, Eisenhower 

was re-elected later that year by an even wider margin than in his first election. 

President Woodrow Wilson suffered a serious stroke in October 1919. He was 

paralyzed on one side and his vision was severely impaired. His condition was 

kept secret for weeks, even from members of his own cabinet, and his wife, 

Edith, managed his schedule and delegated tasks. Within months, his paralysis 

became public knowledge, but there was no process in place for replacing him as 

president. This led to passage of the 25th Amendment to the Constitution, which 

resolved the handling of a disabled president. 

 

In the America that I love, our Presidents suffer the same illnesses as all 

of us.  

 

Randolph M. Howes, M.D., Ph.D. 

Surgeon/Scientist/Patient Advocate 

27439 Highway 441, Kentwood, LA   70444 

985-229-6955 Home   |   985-229-3760 – Fax  |  985-514-0578 – Cell 

rhowesmd@hughes.net    |    www.iwillfindthecure.org 

mailto:rhowesmd@hughes.net
http://www.iwillfindthecure.org/

