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“Zika Virus – A Danger Looms” 

Zika was first identified in 1947 in Africa. In 2013, it moved to French 

Polynesia, but was not known to cause severe disease. As the months passed, an 

increasing number of newborns with microcephaly (pin head) and retardation was 

observed. These children had severe inhibition of brain development, a triangular 

face and no forehead. Skull x-rays revealed calcium deposits and huge areas of 

undeveloped brain tissue. Zika has now arrived in America and officials have taken 

the unprecedented move to restrict travel into a specific region of Miami. Miami 

and Orlando turn out to be the best airports of entry for the virus. Brownsville does 

not get a mention, because it does not have a major airport. Four months ago, White 

House Press Secretary Josh Earnest pointed to a map that showed the virus 

blanketing half the U.S. by mid-summer. Earnest said, “The map behind me is a 

graphic illustration of the need for immediate congressional action,” urging 

Congress to heed President Barack Hussein Obama’s 3-month-old request to pump 

$1.9 billion in emergency aid to fight Zika. There are many mysteries about 

Zika and how it behaves in pregnant women, triggering some to miscarriages or 

birth to babies with brain disorders. There are questions about spreading without a 

mosquito vector: Zika can persist in semen and be transmitted sexually, and there’s 

an outside chance that viral RNA in saliva, which never has been linked to an 

infection, might pose a risk. But when it comes to the mosquito species that harbor 

the virus and the transmission cycle with humans, a lot is known. Experience with 

two other diseases spread by the same mosquitoes, dengue and chikungunya, offer 

insights as well. Optimistically, some experts are not predicting rapid spread in the 

U.S. as has been seen in Brazil, which saw up to an estimated 1.3 million 

infections in 2015 alone. Poverty explains some of Zika's success in Latin America 

as well. Window and door screens are uncommon in many locales, and houses 

often have stagnant tubs or pools of water in dark places that provide breeding 

grounds for the homebound A. aegypti, which some call “the cockroach” of 

mosquitoes. The researchers also included data for A. albopictus—better known as 

the Asian tiger mosquito, which can harbor the virus.  However, experts believe 

that Zika's potential for spread in the United States is limited. The only “highly 

suitable” regions are Florida and portions of nearby states to the west, including 

coastal regions of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas.  

 

In the America that I love, some experts believe the threat of Zika to the 

U.S. does not warrant the degree of fear and concern that it has triggered, but better 

safe than sorry.  
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