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"Obama-Care Update " 
 

Again, I quote the words of Winston Churchill, who said, “Criticism may not be agreeable, but it is 
necessary. It fulfils the same function as pain in the human body. It calls attention to an unhealthy 
state of things.”  President Obama promised "hope and change" but it is definitely not the change I had 
hoped for.  In his inaugural address Obama said, "We will wield technology's wonders to raise health care's 
quality and lower its cost."  Was he "misleading" us?  Economists and healthcare administrators knew that 
Obama-care could bankrupt America but he knowingly had Pelosi and Reid ramrod it through Congress 
anyway, against the will of the majority of the people, just as he has done with corporate and union bailouts, 
entitlement programs, stimulus programs, handouts and wasteful earmarks.  According to Dr. Cecil Lovell 
III, general practitioners spend 8 minutes with each patient and some doctors are beginning to charge an 
annual fee of $1,500.00 to patients who wish to spend more time with their physician. The healthcare crisis is 
becoming a healthcare tsunami.  Physicians are ordering more expensive tests than ever to protect 
themselves from malpractice lawsuits.  The Archives of Internal Medicine reported a survey of over 
1,200 physicians, which showed 91% of doctors surveyed "over-test" because they have no protection 
against unwarranted malpractice lawsuits.  Defensive medicine is estimated to cost the U.S. healthcare 
system billions of dollars each year, and many doctors worry they could be sued even when they follow 
standard-of-care guidelines.  Malpractice lawyers frequently sue for "Failure to Diagnose."  Realistically, 
not all cases can be correctly diagnosed and physicians are not perfect but they are expected to be 
perfect.  Even a misdiagnosis can be an honest mistake.  Thus, many run every known expensive test 
to avoid charges of inadequate diagnostic procedures.  Meaningful tort reform is essential for lowering 
the cost of healthcare.  Doctors need to be allowed to practice evidence based medicine and not 
"lawsuit avoidance medicine."  Sadly, Obama-care omitted any type of tort reform.  Obama promised to 
stop Medicare fraud but out of $835 million in questionable Medicare payments identified by private 
contractors in 2007, the government was only able to recover some $55 million, or about 7 percent.  In 2009, 
Medicare overpayments totaled more than $36 billion and the investigating "contractors" have a deplorable 
record of finding fraudulent cases and their follow-up is even worse.  Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, 
questions whether taxpayers are getting good value from for-hire fraud busters.   

 
In the America that I love, we are aware that the Congressional Budget Office verified that healthcare 

costs are definitely going to increase.  Obama-care was a shameless farce from the beginning.  America 
sleeps but may be in for a very rude awakening. 
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