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"The Latest Wrinkles in Botox Injections" 
 

One of the most toxic substances known to man is a poison that goes by the commercial name, " 
BOTOX® (Botox)" and it is produced by drug maker, Allergan.  In 2003, over 2.6 million women and 
330,000 men had Botox injections.  Botox blocks the connections between nerves and muscle, temporarily 
paralyzing muscles that cause wrinkles as well as certain types of spasms. The drug is a purified form of 
botulinum toxin.  Botox was introduced in 1989 and has become famous for its ability to temporarily 
smooth frown lines on foreheads and faces but it is also approved by the FDA to treat neck spasms, eye 
muscle disorders and excessive underarm sweating.  In 2009, Botox won approval to treat spasms in the 
elbows, wrists and fingers.  But, a much bigger area of use is in so-called "off-label" conditions, such as 
cerebral palsy in children as well as in adults.  Approval is being sought for the use of Botox for children 
with neuromuscular disorders and the American Academy of Neurology has endorsed Botox as an 
"effective and generally safe treatment" for children with cerebral palsy. Botox sales topped $1.3 billion in 
2009.  However, Allergan has just been ordered to pay $600 million to settle a long federal investigation 
into its marketing practices and they will plead guilty to one misdemeanor charge of misbranding," in 
which the  company's marketing, led physicians to use Botox for unapproved uses to treat such conditions 
as headache, pain and spasticity.  FDA's rules are designed to stop companies from promoting drugs for 
unapproved or "off-label" uses that haven't been federally confirmed as safe and effective.  According to 
Assistant Attorney General Tony West, Allergan "paid kickbacks to induce physicians to inject Botox for 
off-label uses and Allergan also taught doctors how to bill for off-label uses, including coaching doctors 
how to miscode Botox claims leading to millions of dollars of false claims being to submitted to federal 
and state programs."   Here is the real shocker:  in 2009, over 12,000 teenagers (as young as 12) got Botox 
injections to look younger!  This may be going too far because BOTOX® Cosmetic may cause serious side 
effects that can be life threatening including:  problems swallowing, speaking or breathing due to 
weakening of associated muscles or spread of the toxin beyond the injection site (double vision or drooping 
eyelids). 

 
In the America that I love, we realize that it is a no-brainer that a highly toxic poison may be dangerous or 
can cause serious effects, especially if used by unqualified people.  Staying "young" may have a greater 
cost to your health than just money.  Allergan has gone to great unethical lengths to sell more product.  So, 
be careful and be safe. 
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