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Letter to the editor:  The Pundit Speaks 
By Randolph M. Howes, M.D., Ph.D. 
4th of July, 2010  

 
“The Flu Vaccine Fiasco " 

Previously, I have said, "The Federal Government could not run a snowball stand efficiently and in a cost 
effective manner."  The swine flu vaccine of 2009-2010 is the latest rock-solid confirmation of my statement.  
Brace yourself!  A staggering 40 million doses, worth about $260 million, is being written off as trash to be 
incinerated and in a few months, another 30 million doses (about $195 million) will expire, meaning that 
about 43% of the vaccine was unused and a waste of almost one half billion dollars of tax payers' money.  
Initially, federal health officials had pushed five vaccine manufacturers to produce the vaccine as quickly as 
possible.  First, the government created the scare tactic that the new swine flu (H1N1) would be the feared 
and deadly global epidemic they had long worried about, but it ended up being milder than seasonal flu.  
Eventually, in January of 2010, local health departments were trying gimmicks to get anyone at all to come 
in for a shot.  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services spokesmen now say, "Although there were 
many doses of vaccine that went unused, it was much more appropriate to have been prepared for the worst 
case scenario than to have had too few doses."  To some extent, they have a point but the timely creation of a 
safe, effective flu vaccine is a "crap shoot" from the beginning.  Issues of concern (autism) revolve around 
the mercury preservative, thimerosal and the use of so-called "attenuated or weakened" viruses.  As of 2008, 
thimerosal was still in the seasonal flu vaccine and in the H1N1 vaccine and attenuated (weakened) viruses 
were in the nasal spray H1N1 vaccine.  The obvious problem with weakened viruses is that there are no 
guarantees that it will not mutate into something more dangerous.  Vaccination programs should always be 
thoroughly evaluated and debated by competent doctors and scientists, who do not have a financial interest in 
the outcome of their recommendations or who work with drug manufacturers.  Unfortunately, so-called 
scientific studies have all too frequently been discredited by simply "following the money."   

In the America that I love, we realize that vaccines command high profit margins and profit is the bottom 
line for drug companies and their stock holders.  Critics have questioned the motivation of some World 
Health Organization advisers who had links to the pharmaceutical industry.  Dr. Ulrich Keil, a professor and 
WHO advisor said, "Each time the so-called experts told us that millions of people would be killed 
worldwide by the respective viruses. We have learned that the experts were utterly wrong."  These "angst 
programs" and repeated false alarms erode patient confidence. Long term patient safety is the bottom line and 
nothing less is acceptable, especially when the "almighty dollar might be the motivator."   
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