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 “Vaccines, Vaccines and More Vaccines” 

 
If you thought that the vaccination schedules for children is currently excessive, then, "You ain't seen nothing 

yet."  It is reported that children receive roughly 30 plus vaccination doses by school age and this has prompted 
heated debate about safety issues, including association with paralyzing diseases, altered brain development and 
autism.  Even with governmental assurances of vaccine safety, the debate continues.  Issues of concern revolve 
around the mercury preservative, thimerosal and the use of so-called "attenuated or weakened" viruses.  
Thimerosal is still in the seasonal flu vaccine and in the H1N1 vaccine and attenuated viruses are in the nasal 
spray H1N1 vaccine.  The obvious problem with weakened viruses is that there are no guarantees that it will not 
mutate into something more dangerous at some point in the future.   
 Aggressive childhood vaccination programs should always be thoroughly evaluated and debated by competent 
doctors and scientists, who do not have a financial interest in the outcome of their recommendations or who work 
with drug manufacturers.  Unfortunately, so-called scientific studies have all too frequently been discredited by 
merely "following the money."   
 The real "game changer" for vaccines came with the introduction of Prevnar by Wyeth, which brought in $2.7 
billion in 2008 sales, and with approval of an improved version pending, billions more a year are expected.  It was 
the most financially successful vaccines ever and was designed to protect children from ear infections and 
potentially deadly pneumonia and blood infections.  In October 2009, Pfizer purchased Wyeth for $68 billion to 
gain control over its vaccine-making expertise.  They are now working on a universal vaccine for Alzheimer's 
disease. 
 The next big profit maker was Merck's Guardasil, to protect against human papilloma virus (HPV) induced 
cervical cancer, which made $2.3 billion in 2008.  They are now requesting governmental approval to give this 
vaccine to all young men.  The Guardasil three-shot series is about $350 and is much more profitable than 
common pills.  U.S. guidelines, and governmental contracts for billions in profit, will drive the vaccine juggernaut 
for years to come.  Drug companies are hurriedly working on vaccines to treat malaria, tuberculosis, Alzheimer's, 
AIDS, pandemic flu, genital herpes, urinary tract infections, grass allergies, traveler's diarrhea and anything else 
they can dream up. 
 In the America that I love, we realize that vaccines command high profit margins and profit is the bottom line 
for drug companies and their stock holders.  We must constantly remind them that long term patient safety is our 
bottom line.  Nothing less is acceptable, especially when money is the motivator.  Hopefully, there will be 
significant advances in disease prevention and treatment with vaccines, as we have seen in some instances in the 
past.  Yet, manufacturers should not let "the lure of big profits" lure them the wrong way. 
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